t b BRI O R FHIRF ]

ES VR

%?Bﬂ 1&2!

ATHID 7= OB 1: D Lo

Ot ik w523

TEN. AR — Y Bl v & — AR — RIS
2R AU R R AL S B e
SHAKFRFEH T RHE R B2 H I

&

Jll]

R L e E £ ¢  (magnetic resonance imag-
ing: MRI) DOI§EED — > Td % b % AlHE
(T2 ) i3, MBEOKSEFELL VT EEHE
AT, E/OMEAR LD SR ChE Y
AR LY, SHEHCEH S L 7-f Tk 2 D21
L, HEBpERE & HEIBRICH 5 C &GS
NTW5BY. ZDlze, AR—YEREOFD
IS W, BN K BB OMEE)
FRAHZHIE L, EEFH T 572008 E - LT
HHINTWAI~Y,

v BRSO EOERELPTEREEMIC L
F OB EEME NS Z Hid, AR—VERZF
IS HEELFHEOER L ShTw5b. Th
5 ORI MRI % FI\W 5 F S, RSS2 7
B & TofE 615 5N A BEEENY 7 158 5 [ R
CHEBOF»H/RONLZETHS. Tz, K
BN A2 Tie <, BIBHICH 5 B0
WL —EORBTHONS Z L2, IEREN
WETH A0, BORLOFHHIESITITZ
HEWwsFELHD, MRIAE FEBGHO
FHIZ b 72 65T BRI S ESsnTw 5.

— e TefEOFHENIE, AV T a—
(spin echo:SE) 4 L3 EAY VT a—
(multiple spin echo : MSE) 32 kDA Sh
% T AEERIC L DTN A2, SE k&

U MSE ¥ Tl —EORBRHICH S = 5E T 5
7o, MR IERERNC PR A 23 B 5 (A3~ D
IR EE L. F D728, Tofl%n W7o 5
DIEEEHICE T+ 2 /RO BT, T
BHRIGUIEBIC IR E S T

—7Ji, BEEiRkEEchLITa—T5F—A
A—3 2 (echo planar imaging : EPI) i3,
—EORGRII M RE TIT2%. ¥/ SE
5% EPI #: (SE-EPI) T k% TeoaddE& (LA
&, SE-EPIHi{%) (%, MSE 1 &k % T oHid
Eifg (LAF, SE @) L cEgay bk
SAFEHLTWS. ZDi-%, SE-EPI @i
i3 SE Hi{% & [k, MROEFRHIC R L 7=
BHREGATWDS I ENARBEIN TS0,
L2 L7, EENS X5 EE 5 OEERE
% 5FAM 3 % J5 ¥ SE-EPI B & % i\ 7= 3%
H~ TR, xR LT A OBE G OROHE
WA DS 55E (signal intensity : SI) OZEAL
DA TH L BN TW/2 D12 SE @iff L DLt
WRGREA THO S ICFAROER IV F S A T &H
+540D & LT SE-EPL @ % i M LEHIE L <
WEBS, ZTOMEAFE LR & TR
o T\Wh. BHHEh/z TofEiCBd % SE-
EPI Hif% & SE Eif% & O & % #at L 2 d
BI D7 <, ®mBEHEDOECHRITT T2 ED
ERUBFIC OV TRAESWYRIT > T
B, EFNENOWRGTIEDOTBRSM (K

*—rJ— K multiple spin echo, spin-echo echo planar imaging (SE-EPI), skeletal muscle, T2, pulse sequence
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TR, TE) DELICIT—HKL Tz, %/
ROM|ETIE TE OFFHE L4 7% <, TED
FHHEEPE D 130 ms BE T EE W20, Mk
OBREFNBRRE I NTELZ2 5T LIETEY,
BN TE QR WAEER RS 5 72, &
DIz, TBEHEROENIC L 5 To EO
Bk, TR, TE #—# 34, HEMEE (T
RERWE) #F2ICE b2 T OMNERD S &
FEHLIIE 2.

Fox OFHIFRIZERGTH D, £ OHMILE
A RGBT A LB E LT\ 5. F
D7=DITIFEE IR B EOFI IR #ETh % /e
&, SE i & SE-EPI Ef§ & O\ T k2R
IS5 2 58 MR 95 2 L& RBFEOR
&L 7.

5 &

AT, TEDRLD DD T 7/ T
LB LUTRRPRBOFHET =5 & LR %
ﬁf,) 7z

AT, ZWH MRI %&E (1.5T Mag-
netom Symphony, SIEMENS ##l) T 5.
SE #1213, MSE #:1iC X % Carr-Percell-Mei-
boom-Gill (CPMG) #:% 7=, TR #—EIC
L, TE=30~390ms % 15 ms f5F@ T 26 T
a—"EL. HOKOX MY v 7 AV A X
1 256 x 256, bandwidth (3 130.2Hz TH 5.
26 Ta—9 N TOMNERMIT 4520 TH
B Dk, ABFSEO T TIE MSEE ERL,
B on/cEEis SE g L Hd 5.

Prepulse (C {3 SE % {#H L, SE-EPI #£IC
i, Y7 Ilhvvay P, TR #—FIC
L, TE=29 ms £ LU 30~390 ms % 15 ms fH]
fco7T Ta—%mEL. HOROTEFY v
7 AY A X% 128 x 128, bandwidth (% 1396.0
Hz, echo spacing 13 0.8 ms, EPI factor (% 96 T

HhH. 1 Ta—ORERHEIZ2HTHS.
B, FRMEIRIC KA EFEEAR/RICT 57
&, TE=29ms OEEIIHEML 7\, Ee,
TR OFEEICOWTIE, b EANDIEHBRES
HETd 5720, HGIFRHOMEMEIIK & 7238
Thhb. £ITERFETIE, AR—YERFOD
5B CREBRIC B S N A BE A %2 - 72 TR
=2000 ms CRREL 7.

T B4 E LT, FOV=240x240 mm,
A5 A4 AE 10mm, A5 A ARkE 100% TdH
5. BEZERIAIICOWTIE, HEOEG
Y~ DOFBE R S) V7 LI2BE Tl Y —
TV A T BBERBH BN, T 7V LD
BEMEHRBIIIALVEDLREVLDH - /-
728, 77/ R NS HRAT S AL, TR
HEEHCIBERBI a4 Ve TnZnEHL
7=.

ZF D% OB I3, IDL (Interactive
Data Language, ITT, Visual Information Solu-
tions >KHE) &AL 7.

1. TS EE SR TTE (LT, KFEE
FC9.)

I, T MERINC 51 AREE I (magnet-
ic resonance : MR) 55 O E 5 E (signal
intensity : SI) OZALIL, FrLORITHE D).

SI(TE) =SIte-o exp (=TE/Ty)vvee 1)

T a—[f (echo time: TE (ms)), TE=0 D
L EDOESME S Slte—o, IS A MO
M4 T Th 5. BILFEE (region of in-
terest : ROI) WOMBICEBOR S HHFLEL,
HEREOMF LEA TERVWEE, MRIICKS
TafBfEE, (DREFEICTRONUTHD.

SI(TE:) =i exp (= TE:i/ Tz) x SI(Tx)

+ C(mean, sd, TE;)

2007 4F 6 7 29 H3ZH 2007 48 A 23 HXKGT

ARIEERSE  T115-0056 FURARILIX PG 23 3-15-1  ESZ AR — YRy 2 — 2R —V EFHHEE & i

17
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J
=Y Aijsi+ C(mean, sd, TE:) ;
i=1,2,., N;j=1,2, ) M. -oeeeee (2)

SI (TE) 3i&HFHOTa—KsRE (TE) T
Al S N7 f5 550 (signal intesity : SI) T
H5. Tyl jHFHOBES S D T, SI(Ty)
BiFHORG N L OTE=0D & DS, C
FEROHMEFTICHREAE L /o—E OB OEA & D
B (MEFRS) THAH. mean & FHMHE, sd
HIEEERZE L3 AR L URL .

AlZ A —x V% exp (—TE:i/Ty) =&
770, si\3AEFRER] Ty OBLG ORI OIS,
NiFra—o, M35z 5n/EMmkEHEoO
B TH5H. KFETITC)XREHWT T2 fE
wHEH T AP, TR OBHE 2% T2{E~D
HECOWTHRBHAL L TWA. ZD2®,
AP TIIBEE L7 TofixrEx) T fE & £
L, DEFHT SO L.

f# #7112 1%, Lawson & Hanson 23 2M L 7=
JE AR/ —FiE (non-negative least square :
NNLS)1© % vy, NNLSEBEOFETILT Y A
T3 Levenberg-Marquardt (LM) i k0
ERSHa 4T 7217, LM EIC LV ESN/-E
JRERTHHBEBOBEEEL, QE (Q =M
W QEE TRICATERICHVER T

Z18)
Q=1—-T1(0.5v, 0.52) -ereverremeeseeenne (4)

N3 ReeiV<BEBETHY, P31
FME, vIEHERTHS. BHEERII N-M
TEZRIN, NEFFHEISOHTHY, Midk
DALEROBTH 5. Ik, QEOE#IL, 0
PO 1OBICL 2ME%E & 729, BEEO#EEE
AREWEE QEIX1ICESL I ETHS. T
fEOBS B OWREITIE, O QfE & BERZFII
=R (TR 2 TICE L7z,

2. 2O T 7 v b AT K BIRE T EOEN
IZ &5 THD HEE

2O 7V P LAEL T, BHERIERAY »
»/ k4 (Fig. 1a, 1000 gH20 + 1.25 gNiSOs +
5NaCl & A, T:fli=#250ms, AT, BB
EH7 7/ FLERT) BLUPVASILT
v A (Fig. 1b, HARPVA X ILEAT 7/
I 2 90-401 &, LI'F, PVAZ L7 vV kA
LR mENFNAWE. BERERT 7V
FABLIUPVAZZF LT 7/ P AEBIC, B85
N/c% TEE{BRO 7 7/ + AFMIZ ROT % 5%
EL, ROINOFPHEESHEAL SI (TE) &L
7. ROl O L 2749 mm?2 TH 5. FOD
%, AFEICEDER TfEEHHL /2.

Fig. 1. ROI setting
ROIs were plased in two kind of phantom (quality-of-image phantom (a), PVA-gel phantom
(b)). ROI was also set in MG (c). MG is m. medial gastrocremius. This image of spin echo (SE)
was collected by multiple-spin-echo (MSE) sequences.
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HBBRRE

3. b FEREO Tafil
DHEFIZEE T ARt

SE-EPI (3%, MSE & & 250, JRIHHE
B Lenwe T —F 757 7 P OB KE
<, EfgE L TUIFRTERV. LaLlk
5, Y N EEHICIEBE LIPS P RERG 28
EENLEREELDH. OHANIEN AR D
T2AEIC 5 2 BB G 5728, MSE I
FERGFHHIE & OFH L el FE & IR IE =
PFR L 72 H#E (fatsat-MSE #:) 2 X %5 MR
BROWEG A, BERATHLIMES 4 (24.7+
4.9 7%) OBEIRH RIS A - RICAT - /2. % TE
B RIC 3 5 ENE /A IEE (m. medial gas-
trocremius : MG) iZ ROI #&%%€ L (Fig. 1c),
ROI NP5 55fE% ST (TE) & L7z, /¢
72, ROI oz &L, AIRTHHIEN O \»
Woatd+5b0 L35, BoN/ BRI S
TE O\ 4 T a—OfF 5% FAvVv-CElaa i
LD TfixEHEL, ZOMED 3 %DOFHE
MG @O Tofi & L 7-.

Tk, St WO WiRY, MSE &%idfE
FAEIE 2O L e Wl EA R T b D &7 5.

(SR HHIR O

#28%& 15 (2008)

3. OET 3 OwE £ LT, BERA
THHHEME 44 (202+5.0 5%) OBEIEF MM
HAXg s L. ERBMNC, 2RE ik
L TAMEDOEE - WEXHB L TSINDRE
wigo. KERICIIEN. AR —Y R 2 —
MEZBEEOERREHE TS, 3. O &
12, # TE B2 1% MG BIC ROI #3%
L (Fig. 1c), ROI HDOFEH(E Sk % SI
(TE) & L7-. ROIOE/EIZ, 11.9mm? TH
(772l WRECLAETOEIRED).
FOM, RFEEICLD TolrEH L. F7-,
Qf#, F%h Teflild 4 HOFHEE L 7.

& R

EEWIEN T 7V F AB LU PVA 7L 7 >
vV b AD TR %, Fig. 2a 35 & OF Fig.
2bICRd. HEKIEA 7 7V F AT
Q fliiZ MSE #, SE-EPI¥E & & ICH—F5 D
BEPRLBWMEEZRL, EHL0HEEBIC
Q=1.000 TH - 7z. E%h T2fHliZ, MSE T
{3 252.3 ms, SE-EPI Tl 256.6 ms TH - 7c
PVAZ V7 7V FATODEBERIERAY 7/ F
LNEFBOFR%ZRL, MSE #%, SE-EPI i

4. & FERIFIC X BWBITEOENT K S T
[EXD)id
1000 & TR, +++++_,_+++_._ _
+*=n=—n—_._+* ++—o—-o-..*
— Mﬂ* —o=o
s s SN
<
>
100 4
=}
8
S
E
%” 0E | O-O!MSE, T2=252.3ms.| 7
* -%: SE-EPI, T2 = 256.6 ms.
pov Lo v b sl

0

28

100

TE (ms)

200

400

1000 o, 1
3 TR
‘Lﬁ.‘ e
2 s
31001 T, 4
g Fo e
E %%;I
F i
%‘3 081 &-O: MSE, T2 =85.0 ms. 3

*-%: SE-EPI, T2 = 78.1 ms.
PN TSI S SR U BT A TS TS ST AN B S S M R RO

0

100

200

300

TE (ms)
Fig. 2. T2 decay curve of quality-of-image phantom (a), and PVA-gel phantom (b)

Resultant T2 values are 252.3 ms by MSE, 256.6 ms by SE-EPI by using quality-of-image phan-
tom, and 85.0 ms by MSE, 78.1 ms by SE-EPI by using PVA-gel phantom.
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EBIT Q=099 TdH -7z, Euh) T2fE L,
MSE #: it 85.0 ms, SE-EPI 3 Tid 78.1 ms
THolz. Mz T, T LV 2 EEO
7 7V b ADOER) T HE—ETH 5 H %
RL7C &5, MSE % LU SE-EPI 1
£ 5HE%) TAAEOMHEITRD bNisd - 7.

HE G NI 2 pF I L 72> MSE #2102 & % MR
{4 % Fig. 3a, fatsat-MSE #£I1C X 5 MR [H{%
% Fig. 3bicznzruRd. JEH#HIE OO H
L&Y, L MERBOEGI Y I APET
ZALLTWB I EDBDP5. TNENOHERGE
C XD LN/ ToiEfmiligg % Fig. 4 1R,
TE 28 EL i, o0 oMmEiz L E <
o TWADMRPr5. B T llL, MOD
HWTE TOSI #HWTRDIHERE, MSE
T3 40.4 + 2.4 ms, fatsat-MSE # T3 37.8
+2.6ms £75 D, TAEOHK 10%1F & DD
AU7.

MSE & & SE-EPL DN L A FEH
IV, AR MR E{BD > 5, TR,
TE & B ICW—Th A F—WHHED SE EE %
Fig. 5a, SE-EPI i {% % Fig. 5b IZ 21 Z 4R
. EBRaV T AMIESFE-TiREWT L
8 Fig. 5a 33 L U' Fig. 5b 2 b 4. BEEY

P BE O B A [y 7 T A AIEM#R % Fig. 6 1275
4. TE=30 ms~75 ms DfE]d ST IZ >\ i,
MSE #: 35 £ OF SE-EPI #: & & (T FIFEE T
o720, TE=90ms LA o STZFRMEICIE 7%
OPEMEL T\ 7. F£72, SE-EPI T,
TE=150 ms % # 2 /=#5 Tid, BBRO/Ny 7
TS5V ThBHEER S ERETH ST E
72, MO EFEE G ECTiEERL v
7o. @ zIZ, TOEEO SLEROMET TH
hEEzZBNA.

b M ERGO TABCE T 5 Q fEIC D\WTid,
MSE Z:Tlid 2 i ~OEFA R L E L, Q=
0.938+0.057 Th > 7=. T, FE&) T EiE
31.7+09ms & 2906 +11.3ms TH - /-.
SE-EPI (£ CIIMEOMENKE L, QHEOHE
HiZTE o7z TofZfihfE LV BE— 45
L TRDAER, FE4h TofEiT 34.4+£3.9ms
f?aéot.

% £

GER, HHAEH OTEEIRRAN 2 3 Rl 9 % 726
OFFELELT, TfHFIBHEBIICELAINTE
oo Lip L s, ZOfExFEE S 45 FEICH

Fig. 3. Axial MR images by MSE sequences without fatsat (a), by MSE sequences with fatsat
(b)
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1000:IIITwllllllllT‘lllllllll[lll(WIIIIIIITII:
N -0 MSE without fs, ]
T g T2 =40.4%+2.4 ms. 1
| 5 A-A: MSE with fs, 1
g T2 =37.8+2.6 ms.
&
— 100

10

Signal Intensity [a.u.

1o b Lo b b Lo T L oo by

0 120 240 360 480

TE (ms)

Fig. 4. T2 decay curve of m. medial gastrocremius by MSE

Resultant T2 values are 40.4 +2.4 ms by MSE without fs, 37.8 2.6 ms
by MSE with fs. T2 values are calculated by SI of TE =30, 45, 60, 75 ms.
fs : fatsat.

Fig. 5. Axial MR images by MSE sequences (a), by SE-EPI sequences (b)

30



REREAIRF IR O 72 6D DR G D L

LI N O I O B O O B

O-O:MSE, T2=31.7%0.9 ms,
1000 £ 290.6+11.3ms. |7
"y *-%x:SE-EPI, T2 =34.4+3.9 ms. | ]
L 5 i
100 £ i § =

Signal Intensity [a.u.]

0 100

200 300 400

TE (ms)

Fig. 6. T2 decay curve of m. medial gastrocremius
Resultant T2 values are 31.7+0.9 ms and 290.6 £11.3 ms by MSE, 34.4

+11.3 ms by SE-EPI.

FTAHEAFTIT EA EfTDh Tz, ZOFD
=D L TEFLNLDOH, RGO KIE .
FHE N TTRETH % SE-EPI Hif% &, TofE il
D= DDEMEN e E{R T % SE Eiff & D Hilg
BiFtCd 4. SE Hifg & SE-EPI Hif% &1, K
HIZ1E TR, TE 28R U THAUTHELL 7@
BavFSALERTEVDRTNS. LL
G, 2L FEA—OEBRIV 5 A MRS
WIZL b b d, ZOFEMEBEICEE T 5
HHNT . £ 2 TRBSE T, SE-EPI
& SE Hif & O s % T2 A FEAR % FH W
THHRET L 7.
EEKIERY 7/ FABLUPVAZ LT »
VR EBIT, FEHECLHEOENTED
LY, Ex)TfHbBE—HERL. COH
mELTiE, 2EEOTY 7/ FATRE WY
BhEEAL TWAH720, WENICIIIERDZE
3 U7, 2079, SE Eif%, SE-EPI H

B & BICHREM (T2 /2R RO ADE T -
TWick&EZ2b6N 5.

—77, EHEEBIIEBOMEBIC LRI h
5720, BRG L GO AR TILERIC
K AWALRDENELTEY, THICEEL -
AV DTGP RET S, 50 7R
T4, SEM{RICIITD k EBRIOFEIT ¢~
TOMMHIT Y a—FIZBWTRH—TE ToHT
a—E5Tifrbhs. 20, HBENORS
DOARE—ICHREA L 7o T 3 —E 5 OS5 BT B ER
ICBIESH, EEaV S5 AT TeAAEZMO A
BREINS. LaL7%s»E, SE-EPIEET
¥, —EOHR IV A% N2 7o BICER S &
RS EETINTOMMBELV/a—T 4/
T HROEFNELRITD /2D, MBEHNOBER
DFEIC L DL 72 A VOB EBIET S
CEMTER. T/, kKZEBICK T AP0T
DEFFAYTa— (SE) ¢%&bHh, £D
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fOTOEZE7 5V v Fra— (GRE)
L5z, SE-EPLEEOE SV 5 AR
1T T HH, TofEfmchnz T T2
DB LZTTNA. DD, v NERTO
SE-EPI #{£1Z 351 % T2 fERih#i1%, TE 0%
Wil (TE=75ms £ CTOXIE) Tl T4
DA TH D SE E{ED Ta i FIffR & $1TIFE—
F LT\, TE BEL RAICH - T To¥g
FOWELKEL D, W& OBRIRILR—
i bkhpolbErbNn5.

%/, SEEBR L VB LN/EIDT, SERY
D% RIFERTH-72. THODORERIT, B
WERTHE O NIRRT 2D DM B 7§
THRERTHY, L FERHOFERD T L%
ERSCTHAHAREELERL C\\WA. —F, SE-
EPI & & 0 1§ 57 E%) ToHIT B —fE AR
L, SEEBLDHFEPWREL Tz mxT
SE-EPI #i{%1Z %517 %5 TE =200 ms LA O
T, A SHTITITEBROMZICHE D
nTwWic. INHO/RED, L FEBHOD
T RS ERS TH 5 & »OBEICIE SE-
EPI @3 T =¥, SE EEuEHT 5~
XThAHI EPERS NI,

F5h T2 EIC>\WT, SE @E{EOER TED
B E, SE-EPI B OF%) TofE & 1F1F
FICMEZRL TWe., TNHOHSEREIT, SE
% & SE-EPI Ei{§ & O + 5 A FEEIL
TWARILO—DI > TWhH EEZLNA.
SE-EPI i {% (38R COMBENTTRE CTH 5 72
&, SE BRI T E 2 \WEBAL TOHER) T
% AW/ ERBFHICSHATE S WO EkD
BBl %, KBFFECIEFEIET 5T LR TEL.
L L7ei b, b EH et A A& T,
SE-EPI #if{3 T2 A2MLMNC T EMOFE L,
ZFRd . D7z, SE-EPIE ‘& HFER)
T2 AT 5EECREEZETLI LD
D0 &0 7o, ARBFFE TR L 7= BERE A A
BHIZOWT, Bon/fERaticd 5 e, SE-
EPI EBRICHWT, HOFBICHEHTE% TE
X 75 ms LFORMEHHT LT ETHS.

32

INSLOMAETTICTNE, BEHO T2t
B0 DEBEIE, TE OFWESOTa—(E
FOREDAT L. BERMICITY 2 A6
P22 I BN R 20 B CH S 720, (RO
WIS T A AT C ORRIPNCHR G 4K T
SEALEND LM, 1T a—OWREEA 2
#Chhiz, TE=30, 45, 60, 75ms D4 T
I—ORBRMITISH TR TI L. ok
O, KEROBRGBAOILAL, T4I0HA AR
ThHbHI EPRBE I NI

SENTRFHFREO LV N B &5 R %
To7=. 5\ TR Tl TiHEOBEN T kEFRph
FRICKIET S b T B, KFFE AL
TV 42K MRI %iE % v OREEE R (IR)
B L0 REEM” (TI) % TI=0~4500 ms
ECA S, b FEBHO T Eh R K
OTHRIz. ZTOFER Tl 842.8+11.3 ms &
WORERPHLTWS (F—2RKREK). £
7o, AWFEORE TH % TR=2000ms (3,
FEFHE ORI OV TUE TifED 2 5L EOfET
BV, TIHEOEEIZT TV EWELHEDODH
LB EEZT A,

& S

ARWFFECid, SE Hif§ & SE-EPI i} & D&
WG 2 B h Te ke AIlifR I & 0 Hie
THIEHHWE L. IR R %
T~
1. SE-EPI i, GRS MR ICE 720,
—BEONRE I FICERO T a—F5ORER
TRETH Y, B HP R TES. &
7=, SE-EPI Ei{§ T E5) T2 HIC k 5 E &
MidFEETHAZ LB ST L.

2. BRI & S AR A G811 L 72 SE
EROE (G I b5 A M T BRI O &I
L CWw5b7%, SE-EPIECIL, Mk L5/
{ERDOENFAET S 728 T fZFNT Nz T To*
BFRBEOMBELZ T TS a, T4/
HFRIC L VO pIcTEL. COfR, SEME
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% & SE-EPI i & Cid, RU TEMEZRS
iz, TEORMICIIHEYES LT &
WA SN, BARIICIE, SE-EPIE{iC X
DE% RO HEE, AT S TE X 75ms &
DEWXETH A &HER I N

3. B FERHE, EROFEL Tftix b own
MDD 572, LEBS OFHIZ R Fik
T HWBLEND LD, ZDO7-DOFHEICIE
SE-EPI #: Tid7c < MSE % 3 5 LB
HAHZ LB BT,

E:l 23

AL CTHELERZHB O L, &
R U R AR L2 R B O TR —
I, PR SLHEREE, PR RHERSBZ IS L
LEfleml LiFxd.
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Comparison of Pulse Sequences for T2 Measurement of Human Skeletal Muscle
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We investigated which differences in pulse sequence affect the transverse relaxation (T2) decay
curve and T itself. We compared multiple-spin-echo (MSE) and spin-echo echo-planar-imaging (SE-
EPI) sequences of magnetic resonance (MR) imaging. T2 measurements were taken in 2 kinds of
uniform phantoms and in the right gastrocnemius (GA) muscle of a human. In the 2 phantoms, the T
decay curves from MSE and from SE-EPI were comparable ; each phantom showed a single Te. In
the right GA, the T2 decay curves from the SE-EPI and from the MSE sequences were dissociated
when echo time (TE) was high. The T2 from the MSE sequence in the GA showed 2 components.
These results suggested the following. The dephasing from the external magnetic field inhomogenei-
ty in tissue affected the sampling of the k-space. Moreover, the image contrast from the SE-EPI se-
quence revealed a combination of T2 decay mixed with T2* decay. In conclusion, our results suggest
that the SE-EPI may be the fastest available MR imaging technique for T2 measurement. We note,
however, that the image contrasts of the MSE and SE-EPI sequences are not strictly equal in hu-
mans, though they have been confirmed to be similar. Thus, the use of the SE-EPI sequence con-
firmed that the TE of the section not influenced by T:2* decay is less than 75 ms.
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