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Although a large number of magnetic resonance (MR) imaging units has been installed in Japan
for clinical use, many are low-field units and their use is not controlled by radiologists. We surveyed
the number MR units in various practice environments and their operation by professional personnel.

Database and statistical information in this investigation were obtained from Shin-Iryo (a monthly
journal, issues from 1995 to 2004), a JCR-provided list of members’ employment, and the Survey of
Medical Care Activities in Public Health Insurance performed by the Ministry of Health, Labour, and
Welfare from 1995 to 2003. Data from 1995 to 2003 were used for trend analysis, and detailed analy-
sis was performed based on data of 2003.

A fifth of MR units in Japan are installed in clinics, and a third of hospitals use MR. More than half
(53%) of all units are low-field (<1.0T), and a third are 1.5T. Most (81%) low-field units are in-
stalled in clinics and smaller hospitals (<300 beds).

About one-fourth of all MR facilities and one-third of all MR units are operated under the control of
board-certified radiologists (Japanese Society of Radiology). Coverage by radiologists is extremely
low (149%) for low-field units ; about half (46%) of MR units are low-field and out of radiologist con-
trol. As expected, special functioning hospitals (university hospitals) operate high-field units (88%)
with total coverage by radiologists, but clinics house low-field units (85% ) with only limited (4.4%)
coverage by radiologists. Low coverage by radiologists is due to the insufficient payment to MR diag-
noses and reports as shown in health insurance statistics ; payment to MR diagnoses and reports per-
formed by diagnostic radiologists is only one-sixteenth of the basic doctors’ fee payed for MR exami-
nation.

This study illustrates that MR service in Japan is marked by limited use of high-field units and in-
sufficient coverage by radiologists. Reimbursement issues may affect the future of clinical MR serv-
ice in Japan. (The study was supported financially by the Japanese College of Radiology (JCR).)
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