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I have just heard some very interesting news which I find difficult to believe though I know it is
true. When I was studying for my first degree at Queen Mary College of London University, I was in
a Physics class of about twenty students. We were a very friendly and close-knit group who helped
each other to understand any difficult points which were mentioned in the lectures. One of my best
friends was called Peter and he was two and a half years older than me, having done his compulsory
two years of military service before going to University. He was a very ordinary student who often
needed the help of the other students and who, at that time, showed no signs of brilliance; in fact, he
was always relieved to find that he had passed the annual examinations.

When we had obtained our B Sc after three years study, we dispersed to pursue our own careers
and I heard no further news about him until this week, which is forty five years later! I now discover
that he is Sir Peter Mansfield FRS and that he has just been awarded the 2003 Nobel Prize for Medi-
cine for his development and application of Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) to medicine.

I just cannot believe that a person who had to work so hard to pass his examinations could eventual-
ly become a Nobel Laureate! I thought that you might be interested in this piece of information as you

have been so involved in medical imaging research in recent years.
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