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MR Imaging of Spinal Disorders

Yasushi IWASAKI

Radiology department of Otsu Municipal Hospital
2-9-9 Motomiya, Otsu-shi, Shiga 520-0804

We must get fine views of the spinal cord and its environmental structures in order to make a pre-
cise diagnosis. CSF in the arachnoid space has a flow pulsation artifact, so we should get the syn-
chronous images to heart beats, utilize flow refocusing techniques or get very fast images using high
speed pulse sequences. To diagnose whether tiny nerve roots are compressed by disk herniation and
bony spur or not, we must take high resolution images. Thus we now utilize HASTE for MR my-
elography, GRASE for vertebral tumors, 3D high quality sequence for diseases in the intervertebral
foramina, contrast-enhanced images with MTC pulse for intramedullary lesions, and cine-my-
elography for intradural arachnoid cysts.
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