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To evaluate the motion of oral and pharyngeal portion, we observed the turbo-fast low angle

shot (FLASH) imaging using a 1.5T superconducting magnetic system, in 6 healthy volunteers,

5 patients with sleep apnea syndrome and 4 patients with bulbar palsy.

Turbo-FLASH was composed of an inversion-recovery pulse sequence allowing T, contrast
with a very short FLASH sequence. Ten min after intravenous injection of Gd-DTPA (0.1mmol/

kg), sequential images of pharyngeal portion were applied to collect in midline sagittal section.

The imaging protocol was 1.13 s. per image with a Is delay between images, for a total of 30s..

The sequential images were displayed in a cine mode on C. R. T. .

In all cases, the motion of tongue, soft palate and epiglottis were displayed clearly. It was

concluded that turbo-FLASH sequence had a important role in analyzing the motion of oral and

phayngeal portion.
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