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MR Imaging of Hepatocellular Carcinoma Following Transcatheter
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MR imaging of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) before and after transcatheter chemo-
embolization (TCE) was studied to assese the efficacy of TCE for HCC. TCE was performed
on 22 patients and surgical resection was carried out. The patients were examined by MR both
before TCE and after TCE 1 week and 4-5 weeks respectively.

Foreteen of the 22 tumors were completely necrosed. Among the completely necrosed tumors,
7 of the 14 cases showed increase of intensity and 7 of the 14 cases showed decrease of intensity
on T,-weighted image. The former reflects liquefied change accompanying a tumor necrosis.
The latter reflects coagulation necrosis.

Among the follow-up cases (11 patients) over a 2-month period, the signal intensity of tumor
which showed no recurrence was decreased on T,-weighted images. It seemed to reflect compele-
tion of a coagulation necrosis.

MRI was useful in evaluating the necrotic process of the tumor after TCE.
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